Denmark – Sweden September 2009

The start of the holiday actually started in Malta 2007. Jelena was working as a diving instructor as Morten and his wife were diving at the same dive school. Exchange of e-mails resulted in keeping contact. Invitations for diving in their home country came from both sides. Next to that Craig and Jelena met each other at Dive Deep Blue. The invitation to stay at the Dykersclub Moby Dick resulted going on holiday to Denmark in 2009.  

Before the holiday the preparation started at home. For Craig it started in England, as he was driving to Holland with his car to pick up Jelena. In Holland we bought a bigger tent, as the one we used the year before in Ireland was nice for a weekend, but a week in the rainy climate there was a bit too much. Also other bits of shopping were done, like food, getting Craig confronted with the Dutch way of going on holiday. Doing shopping for groceries in Holland. But this was done for the practical point of view. We had complete meals, only needed to buy fresh vegetables and meat. Diving holidays can be tiring, so no need to spend time on searching for food when you are hungry. 

Morten and his wife welcomed us to Nyborg. They invited us for a drink and we left there with an invitation for a very nice diner the next evening. Morten brought us to our night stay, the clubhouse of the Dykersclub. Surprisingly a big clubhouse in which we certainly had all the facilities we needed for our diving holiday. The oven resulted in making nice apple/pear/blackberry pies. 

As we were introduced as guests to the dive club by e-mail to the members of Moby Dick we met several members as they came by to say hi to us. Soon we saw chairman Tue and Kjeld. The members gave us good tips for diving and were showing us around. On one evening we invited the dive club members for a presentation about diving in Zeeland. 

Morten arranged that we got introduced to the Tuesday Divers at Middlefart. Very nice people there who got us introduced to the dive spot there. We could not think of any other dive spot that can be so different and attractive at all times. The after dive we haven’t forgotten either. Something we certainly enjoy of diving, taking time after the dive to talk. And enjoy the delicious pies brought along with a view on the bridges and the dolphins coming by. We won’t tell more in case you haven’t been there yet; you certainly have to experience it yourself.

Kent 

Morten has taken us to the harbour of Kerteminde, but the tide was wrong. But we got good instructions for this dive site to go there ourselves another time. On the way to Nyborg Morten showed us several dive sites where we could go as well. He loaned us the dive book of Denmark, which was very handy. Although part of it stayed a mystery to us as it was in Danish. We decided to dive at the old ferry harbour at Nyborg. In the harbour was a wreck, cable boat. It was interesting to go through this jetty, some parts gave swim troughs, and little green nudibranches were discovered.

At Kerteminde Harbour they had a Padi Aware clean up day. We enthusiastically joined in and collected a lot of glass bottles and other stuff. At shore a huge pile of rubbish had arisen. Afterwards we could visit the Sea life centre, which was a nice experience. Learning more about your underwater life.  

With Tue and Brian we went boat diving to the Amigo. The ride to the dive spot was a harsh ride. A very nicely grown wooden wreck, which was home to some big cods. The wreck gives some nice swim troughs. 

On our way to Kullaberg in Sweden, we went sightseeing for a day in Copenhagen. Using our new tent for the first time for just one night. We experienced it was a lot of work for just one night. But we had not choice as we didn’t have space in the car for a little tent. From the campsite we went by train to Copenhagen. We had brought our bikes along, which is fantastic in Copenhagen. We have seen a lot that day. 

We stayed at Kullaberg for a week. We went diving by boat with a local dive club, but most of the dives we went from shore with our own car. In the evenings we would take a bike ride around Kulaberg. Memorable was the artwork of a Swedish man, who had been building the wooden structures for more then 20 years. He found ways to fight the local government to keep his artwork there. The site is not easily accessible, which makes it an adventure. Climbing the wooden structure was great, almost unreal how something like this is so strong.  

Another time Kjeld had taken us for a dive in the harbour of Nyborg. He was a bit disappointed as the visibility to the Danish standards were not ok. But we enjoyed the dive very much; in general in Holland the visibility is a lot less. It was incredible to swim through the pillars of the harbour. It gave us some nice pictures of the dive. 

Morten had also pointed us out the place were we could make a night dive in the harbour of Nyborg. Next to the 7 million Kroon apartments, which have arisen a few years ago. The dive spot seemed very interesting at night. Sea life seemed to come alive during night. We have been chasing a lot of eels; we couldn’t believe how many we saw and the size of them. We also could admire nudibranches in different colours and a very large cod. One thing had changed when we arrived the diving spot. A very luxury sail yacht of about 20 metres had parked there for the night. To us no problem, but halfway during the dive alarming spotlights were flashing next to the yacht. When we came up after the dive we had a welcome committee with lights everywhere. The cook was in mental rage about diving under his boat. He said he called the police, but after our question if they would come they answered. The police are not interested. Neither seemed the captain, as he was nowhere to be seen. 

Tue also brought us to another dive spot at the other side of the bridge at Middlefart. At that moment strong current took us quickly along. We went back to about 8 meters where the current slightly could be felt. The harbour wall was interesting to look at. 

Our last dive we did at Kerteminde Harbour. We had heard lots of enthusiastic stories about this tide dive spot, so we didn’t want to miss that. At Padi Aware clean up day we hadn’t experienced any tide at all. We entered at the bridge, the tide was going out and we drifted slowly for about 30 minutes when the tide went back again. The underwater scenery was very nice here with lots to see. Certainly was a very nice dive spot.  

We had a great time in Denmark, meeting new people and by that way getting some of the culture of the country as well. By writing this we experience our holiday all again. 

We hope to see you again. Our invitation to dive with you at the Dutch diving area Zeeland still stands. 

Best regards, 

Craig & Jelena

